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INEO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 675 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, NZ 

SUBJECT: SOVIET TRADE UNION OFEICIAL TO TOUR NEW ZEALAND 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: EORTHCOMING VISIT BY TOP RANKING 
SOVIET TRADE UNION OEFICIAL AND TWO SEPARATE SOVIET 
UNION GROUPS INDICATE INCREASED SOVIET INTEREST IN NEW 
ZEALAND UNIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOL SECRETARY KNOX INFORMED EMBASSY MARCH 16 OE 
PENDING VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND BY HEAD OE AACTU INTERNATIONAL 
SECTION BORIS A. AVERYANOV. VISIT SCHEDULED TO BEGIN 
MARCH 24, BUT KNOX WAS UNCERTAIN HOW LONG SOVIET UNION 
OEFICIAL WOULD BE IN COUNTRY. VISIT, KNOX CLAIMS, 

15 BEING ARRANGED BY SOVIET LEGATION. 

3. KNOX ALSO REVEALED THAT EOL HAS RECEIVED INVITATION 
EROM AACTU EOR TWO EOL MEMBERS TO BE GUESTS OE AACTU 
AT MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS IN MOSCOW. INVITATION ALSO 
RECEIVED EROM CHILE TRADE UNION GROUP TO ATTEND 
UNSPECIFIED CONFERENCE IN CHILE. KNOX INDICATED EOL 
EXECUTIVE HAS MADE NO DECISION ON THESE INVITATIONS 

AS THEY CONFLICT WITH DATES OF FOL' S ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

HE ADDED THAT SOVIET LEGATION HAS ALSO SAID INVITATIONS 
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FOR EOL PRESIDENT SKINNER AND KNOX WILL BE ISSUED FOR 
SEPARATE VISIT TO SOVIET UNION IN JUNE OR JULY. 

ACCORDING TO KNOX, SKINNER HAS STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO 
ACCEPT THIS INVITATION IF KNOX WILL ACCOMPANY HIM. KNOX 
MAINTAINS BOTH FOL LEADERS CANNOT BE OUT OF COUNTRY AT 
SAME TIME, AND SOME OTHER EOL EXECUTIVE MEMBER MAY 
ACCOMPANY SKINNER TO USSR. 

4. PRESIDENT OE NEW ZEALAND PRINTING UNION ALSO HAS 
INVITATION TO TOUR USSR THIS SUMMER. TWO SEPARATE SOVIET 
TRADE UNION DELEGATIONS ALSO SCHEDULED, OR HAVE RECENTLY, 
VISITED NEW ZEALAND. KNOX HAS COMMENTED ON INCREASED 
SOVIET INTEREST IN NEW ZEALAND UNION LEADERS AND NOTES 
FOL EXECUTIVE IN INCLINED TO ACCEPT ANY INVITATION WHICH 
OFEERS FREE TRIP OUTSIDE OF NEW ZEALAND. 

5. COMMENT: SOVIET TRADE UNIONS APPEAR TO BE STEPPING 
UP THEIR COURTSHIP OF NEW ZEALAND UNION LEADERS. EFFORT 
DOVETAILS WITH EFEORTS BY NEW ZEALAND COMMUNIST UNION 
OFEICIALS TO TAKE MORE MODERATE, RESPONSIVE LINE WITHIN 
FOL AND TO CONSISTENTLY SUPPORT POL LEADERS. COMBINED 
EFFORT MAY BE AIMED AT IMPROVING IMAGE OP LEFT WING 
UNION LEADERS TO PUT THEM IN BETTER POSITION TO CONTEST 
FOL LEADERSHIP WHEN SKINNER FINALLY STEPS DOWN. 
WILLINGNESS OF FOL OFFICIALS TO ACCEPT SOVIET 
INVITATIONS IS BASED ON DESIRE TO TRAVEL AT SOMEONE 
ELSE' S EXPENSE; FOL REALIZATION THAT CONTACT WITH 
SOVIET TRADE UNIONS NO LONGER HAS A STIGMA ATTACHED TO 
IT, AND ASSUMPTION THAT SUCH CONTACT WITH SOVIETS 
CARRIES NO RECIPROCAL RESPONSIBILITY. ONE POSSIBLE 
EXPLANATION FOR THIS INCREASED INTEREST, AS MENTIONED 
BY KNOX, IS THE SOVIET CONCERN OVER THE PORTHCOMING PRC 
PRESENCE IN NEW ZEALAND. 
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